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Background 
 
Mussels 

Municipalities, consultants, research institutes and companies from all HELCOM contracting parties that are 
EU-members – except Finland and Lithuania – participate in an Interreg-project Baltic Blue Growth (BBG). 
The aim is to cultivate mussels to reduce the eutrophication of the Baltic Sea. Mussels consume algae’s that 
contain N and P. The mussels contain in average 0,9% N and 0,1% P.  

More information can be found at link below: 

https://www.submariner-network.eu/projects/balticbluegrowth/ 

BBG has corresponded with HELCOM’s Executive Secretary Monika Stankiewicz concerning the project. The 
correspondence is enclosed. As you can see Monika points to the HELCOM-project action “Blue catch crops 
/ mussel farming”. BBG was recently in contact with HELCOM concerning the project. BBG was informed that 
the project for the time being has “no progress”. 

On the other hand BBG is very successful.  It started Nov. 20, 2015 and will end Apr. 30, 2019. FEAP finds the 
preliminary results of the project very successful. Mussels therefore should be recognized by HELCOM as a 
way to combat eutrophication. 

FEAP notices that mussels as a way to limit eutrophication has been discussed at HELCOM HOD meetings. As 
not all Contracting Parties could agree on the approach it was rejected! 

Finally in Denmark a law (Law no. 680 on June 8, 2017) on compensating measures for marine fish farming 
has been approved by the Danish Parliament. Mussels are surely the best way to compensate, as was stated 
in the bill for the law. Most experts in Denmark agree.  

Estonia has similar legislation. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to discuss mussels as a method to reduce the quantity of nitrogen (N) and phosphorous 
(P) in the Baltic Sea. 

https://www.submariner-network.eu/projects/balticbluegrowth/


Attachment 1 

Från: Monika Stankiewicz [mailto:monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi]  
Skickat: den 19 juli 2017 11:02 
Till: Tasse Lena 
Kopia: Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky 
Ämne: RE: Letter from Baltic Blue Growth to Helcom 
Dear Mrs Tasse,  
First of all, please accept my sincere apologies for the delayed response from our side and forward 
assurances of my highest consideration to the Chair the Baltic Blue Growth project Mr Bengt Nordström.  
Thank you for the letter and your interest to follow HELCOM work. 

Indeed, the action “Blue catch crops / mussel farming” (Exchange of information and development of good 
practices in the use of blue catch crops and other biomass removal related sea-based measures for 
diminishing nutrient burden of the Baltic Sea) was considered in HELCOM. First, it was discussed in the annual 
meeting of the Helsinki Commission in March 2016, in which some concerns were raised over a risk that the 
agreed nutrient reduction targets in HELCOM may be undermined by proposing economic activities such as 
mussel farming as a solution to the eutrophication problem in the Baltic Sea.  
The activity was further discussed in the 50th meeting of the Heads of Delegation (HOD) in June 2016. Albeit 
one of the Contracting Parties disassociated themselves from this proposed activity, eventually the action 
has been agreed by HODs with some amendments (the final wording is attached).  
Further, HELCOM agreed to assess the role of internal nutrient reserves/stored nutrients in the Baltic and 
potential management measures (description in the same file), and assigned HELCOM Pressure working 
group as the main responsible for this specific topic, with possible contribution by HELCOM State and 
Conservation group as relevant. 
Please be further informed that HELCOM held a high level segment on ocean related UN Sustainable 
Development Goals on 28 February 2017. the need to investigate the effectiveness of e.g. mussels farming 
in removing nutrients from the sea was brought up In the high-level debate. 
As the latest development, HOD meeting last June agreed on organizing the HELCOM-EUSBSR workshop on 
internal nutrient reserves (Save the Date announcement is also attached).  
The workshop could be a good opportunity for your project to engage and share your experiences in the 
regional discussions on the topic. 
We will also keep you informed of any follow-up activities within the Pressure working group or Fish group 
(its correspondence group on aquaculture) as may be planned. The colleague responsible for the Pressure 
group in the Secretariat is Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky (in copy).  
Last but not least, you may be aware of the new BONUS project “BONUS OPTIMUS – Optimisation of 
mussel mitigation cultures for fish feed in the Baltic Sea (1.4.2017-31.3.2020), which is to provide robust 
evidence-based documentation (ecological, social, and economic) on optimized use of farmed mussel as a 
mitigation tool for eutrophication that in turn can be a sustainable protein-rich feedstuff for fish.  
I am looking forward to our future cooperation,  
With kind regards, 
Monika Stankiewicz  
--------------------------------------  
Monika Stankiewicz 
Executive Secretary  
Tel: +358 40 840 2471; Skype: helcom17 
E-mail: monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi 
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HELCOM commitments for the SDG 14 Conference 
Designation and enhancement of implementation of the Baltic Sea as NOx Emission Control Area for ships and public-private 
partnership  
Strengthening the implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan to support ocean-related SDGs  
Identification of Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas (EBSA) in the Baltic Sea 
From: Tasse Lena [mailto:Lena.Tasse@regionostergotland.se]  
Sent: 01 March 2017 10:29 
To: Monika Stankiewicz <monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi> 
Cc: HELCOM Secretariat <HELCOM.Secretariat@helcom.fi> 
Subject: Letter from Baltic Blue Growth to Helcom 
Dear Ms Stankiewicz, 
As coordinator of the Baltic Blue Growth project, I would like to follow-up on the formal letter to Ms 
Wenning, sent last week by Bengt Nordström, chair of the Baltic Blue Growth project. In this letter (see 
copy enclosed), Mr Nordström expresses the BBG consortium’s general disappointment regarding the 
outcome of the suggested HELCOM action on Blue Catch crops/mussel farming and nutrient reduction. Mr 
Nordström also underlines the BBG project’s desire to participate in any future information activities that 
may take place in the framework of the expert group FISH or working group PRESSURE.  
To facilitate your follow-up of this letter, I would like to assure you that I am available for any further 
discussions or requests for information. You will find, attached to this email, a short leaflet presenting the 
BBG project, and a newly produced fact sheet with details on the project mussel farms.  
Best Regards, 
Lena Tasse 
M.Sc, PhD.  
Project Coordinator Baltic Blue Growth 
 
Region Östergötland 
Phone: +46 (0)10-103 69 46 
E-mail: lena.tasse@regionostergotland.se  
 
www.balticbluegrowth.eu 
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